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provide that the directors, or secretaries, shall derive no emolument 
whatever from the profits of the institution. The profits may be devoted 
to charitable purposes of a local nature, or may form a capital which 
ensures the debenture holders, and other depositors, from the possibility 
of loss. 

It may be observed from the abstract I have read, that the sum of 
7,548/. has been actually expended in charities, being nearly one-half of 
the net profits, and the other half is placed in the reserved fund of each 
loan fund for its own permanent benefit and security. 

Another interesting feature is, that these societies are self-supporting ; 
they require no donations or subscriptions for their establishment, though 
in many instances benevolent persons have presented various sums for 
their benefit. One kind of contribution is, indeed, called for, which in 
its value is incalculable, — the time and laborious exertions of the local 
clergy and gentry, many of whom work most indefatigably one day in 
each week, for the purpose of issuing loans and receiving instalments. 

The labour of compiling the information contained in the tables I have 
had the honour to present to the British Association, has not been greater 
than that imposed upon the secretaries and other directors of those 
societies, to whom I addressed a circular, with no less than 20 queries, 
most of them involving much trouble and time in making the replies, 
which, generally speaking, were full and explicit ; and I hope I shall be 
permitted here to express the obligation I am under to those gentlemen, 
for the readiness with which they have seconded my feeble efforts to render 
this paper worthy of being received by the Statistical Section of the 
British Association. The time and labour bestowed upon the subject has 
been more than fully compensated by the interesting accounts received, 
and the testimony borne to the value of the Loan Fund system, — a 
system which, when properly directed and judiciously managed, will be 
found to be a powerful engine for improving the condition, and elevating 
the tone of moral feeling amongst the working classes of my native 
country, who have been well described as "the pinest peasantry in 

THE WORLD." 



Letter addressed to the Statistical Section of the British Association, by 
the President of the Central Statistical Commission of Belgium. 

[Read before the Section, 30th July, 1841.] 
Gentlemen, Brussels, 21 July, 1841. 

By two decrees of the 16th of March, 1841, his Majesty the 
King of Belgium established in the office of the Minister of the Interior 
a central statistical commission, entrusted with the task of preparing an 
efficient plan for the publication of official documents, and of giving to 
those works that stamp of unity and completeness, which is indispensable 
in order to render them really useful to the Government and the cause of 
science. 

Animated with the desire of rendering its labours as comprehensive 
as possible, the commission, which was appointed on the 12th of last 
June, is fully alive to the advantage of establishing a correspondence 
with the principal learned societies, and the distinguished men belonging 
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to their own and foreign countries, who have made statistics the object 
of their studies, or who are occupied with those moral and political 
sciences with which statistics are so intimately connected. 

In pursuance of this object, the central commission would make an 
appeal to your enlightened views, and to the interest which you feel for 
everything that can contribute to the progress of this science, and have 
accordingly the honour of sending you a copy of the decrees by which it 
is constituted. It will feel grateful for any scientific communication with 
which you may favour it, and will be most ready to offer in exchange the 
official documents which may henceforward be published in Belgium, 
and which may be of interest to you. The commission requests me to 
assure you, gentlemen, of its high respect and esteem. 

(Signed) Quetelet, President. 

X. Heuschling, Secretary. 

Report from the Minister of the Liter ior to the King of the Belgians. 

Sire, 

In establishing a central office for Statistics in the office of the 
Minister of the Interior, the provisional government had for its object to 
enable the executive to collect and classify, in a methodical order, exact 
and complete documents on all the points which belong to this important 
branch of the science of government. 

But by degrees this object was lost sight of. Some departments 
completely neglected statistics, others worked at them separately ; some- 
times diving into the same sources, and meeting and crossing each other 
in their researches. This want of unity necessarily led to discrepancies, 
needless repetitions, and omissions. The partial publications made by 
the different departments exhibit real merit. The returns, so interesting 
in a moral point of view, of criminal justice and of territorial statistics, 
the tables of commerce, the general documents, of which five volumes 
have already appeared, are works of high merit, which furnish, at each 
successive period, proofs of continual progress in the departments of 
government. 

But there are still wanting in our system of statistics, in order that the 
government and science may reap all the fruits from it which they have 
a right to expect after so many efforts, a unity of purpose, a precise 
object, and carefully considered plans of investigation. 

The measure which I am about to propose to your Majesty will have 
the effect of securing in future these qualities, which are essential to sta- 
tistics. 

A central commission of statistics should be created. Each depart- 
ment should be represented by one or more deputies, whom the Minister 
should choose among the officers in each, who have particularly applied 
themselves to the study of those branches of statistics which relate to 
their several departments. There should be appointed to preside at the 
meeting of these deputies a man of science, experienced in social economy, 
and accustomed to the arrangement of statistical details. 

The nature of the task entrusted to the central commission may be 
easily inferred from what I before stated respecting the defects of the 
present system. The great object of its labours will be to bring together 
in one common depository all the scattered information which is at 
present collected by the different departments of government. 
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It will thus point out the omissions and superfluous details of existing 
publications. It will propose models for the statements and tables em- 
ployed in collecting and classifying the elements of these publications. 
It will take care that all repetitions are avoided in the demands for in- 
formation, and in the publications themselves. It will keep up a direct 
correspondence with the Minister of the Interior ; it will submit to him 
its observations and propositions, with the necessary instructions for each 
department. The Minister of the Interior will communicate the opinions 
of the commission to his colleagues, who will be at liberty to adopt or 
modify them. 

Each department will continue to publish its own statistics, but, a 
uniform plan having been previously adopted, unity and completeness 
will be substituted for the want of uniformity which prevails in the 
existing publications. 

It is with the unanimous consent of my colleagues that I submit this 
proposal for your Majesty's approval. 

If, as may be hoped, the commission carries out satisfactorily the 
object we propose in its establishment, the government, the legislative 
chambers, and the country, will find in the official statistical publica- 
tions, authentic documents calculated to throw light on all matters of 
discussion, to encourage useful works, and to make known annually the 
situation, the strength, and the material and moral resources of the 
kingdom. 

(Signed) Liedts, Minister of the Interior. 

Copy of the Royal Decree, establishing the Commission. 
LEOPOLD, King of the Belgians, 
To all present and to come greeting. 

Whereas by a decree of the Provisional Government of Belgium, 
dated the 24th January, 1831, the Minister of the Interior was directed 
to make a compilation of the general statistics of the kingdom, 

We, being desirous of regulating and extending the statistical publi- 
cations of the different ministerial departments, and acting upon the 
report of the other heads of departments, have decreed and do decree : — 

Art. 1. That a central statistical commission shall be instituted in 
the office of the Minister of the Interior, the members of which, chosen 
as much as possible from amongst the officers of the different departments 
of the Government, shall be named by us. 

Art. 2. One third of the commission shall be renewed at the expira- 
tion of every two years, commencing on the 1st January, 1843. The 
members will go out according to seniority, or in the case of an equality 
of service, the election will be determined by ballot. The members thus 
going out may be immediately re-elected. 

Art. 3. The commission will propose a complete plan for the statis- 
tical documents relating to the different branches of Government. 

Art. 4. It will take into consideration all the communications submitted 
to it by our Minister of the Interior ; and will correspond directly with 
hat minister. 

Art. 5. The mode of executing its functions, and the order of its labours, 
will be determined by a special regulation of the Minister of the In- 
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tenor, in communication with the heads of the other departments, which 
shall have previously been submitted for our approbation. 

Art. 6. A sum of money will be granted for the remuneration of the 
Commissioners, and the expenses of the office establishment. 

Art. 7. Our Minister of the Interior is charged with the execution 
of the present decree. 

Given at Brussels, 1841. 

(Signed) LEOPOLD. 

The Minister of the Interior. Liedts. 

Royal Decree, naming the Members of the Commission. 
LEOPOLD, King of the Belgians, 
To all present and to come, greeting. 

Whereas by our decree, dated this day, we have established a Central 
Commission of Statistics, in the department of the Minister of the Interior. 
According to the Report of our Minister of the Interior, and the advice 
of the other chiefs of departments, 

We have decreed and do decree— 

Art. 1. The following are members of the Central Commission of 
Statistics : — 

Mr. Laurent Veydt, Director of Consulates and of Commercial Affairs. 

Mr. Auguste Visschers, Director of the Mining Department in the 
office of Public Works. 

Mr. Malou, Director of the Branch of Legislature and Statistics, in 
the office of the Minister of Justice. 

Mr. Edouard Ducpetiaux, Inspector General of Prisons and of 
Charitable Institutions. 

Mr. DieudonntS Sauveur, Commissary Inspector of the Civil Board of 
Health, Member of the Royal Academy of Brussels. 

Mr. Edouard Smits, late Director of the Board of General Statistics, in 
the office of the Minister of the Interior. 

Mr. Victor Misson, Chief of the department of Commercial and 
Manufacturing Statistics, in the office of the Minister of the Interior. 

Mr. Quetelet, Director of the Observatory, and Perpetual Secretary of 
the Royal Society of Brussels. 

Mr. Schlim, Colonel of the Staff. 

Mr. Constant Detourney, Inspector in the central office of Taxes and 
Customs, attached to the office of the Minister of Finance. 

Mr. E. Perrot, Man of Letters. 

Art . 2. Mr. Quetelet will fulfil the duties of President, and Mr. Xavier 
Heuschling, chief of the Board of General Statistics, in the office of the 
Minister of the Interior, will execute those of Secretary to the foregoing 
commission. 

Art. 3. Our Minister of the Interior is charged with the execution of 
the present decree. 

Given at Brussels, 16th March, 1841. 

(Signed) LEOPOLD. 

The Minister of the Interior. Liedts. 



